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Updated on: April 5, 2023

Welcome to xlICompare Help Library

xlCompare is a utility for comparing and merging Excel files. It can save you a lot of time and
resources spent to comparing and validating your spreadsheets.

xICompare has a lot of options you can use to achieve the best comparison results on your Excel files.

You can seamlessly find matching and unique rows in your worksheets, filter specific segments of
data, and create presentation reports.

xlCompare makes complex things simple!
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Using xICompare

Primary functions of the xICompare
xICompare is an application that find differences in Excel files. It solves a variety of tasks that are
based on the spreadsheet comparison:

e merge Excel files

e get duplicates in two Excel worksheets

e get mismatching rows in two worksheets

e compare several columns in Excel files

o external diff viewer for third-party applications

In addition to the functions listed above, xlCompare provides following features for free:

e Compare XML files for differences
e Evaluate Formula Logic in Excel files

In this context FREE means, that function doesn't require xICompare license. It works even if
xICompare evaluation license has expired.

List of supported file formats
xICompare supports following file formats:

e XLS
o XLSX
e XLSM
e XLA
e XLAM
o (CSV
o TXT
e XML

Open file in xICompare
There are several ways to open Excel files in the application:

e Drop your files into xICompare from Windows Explorer

e Using File | Open File command in the menu

e Using Browse For File button on the FILE1 or FILE2 panel
10



Save file in xlCompare
To save your file on disk use one of the following methods:

e File | Save command in the menu
e Save and Save As buttons on the FILE1 and FILE2 panels

Compare Excel files
Step-by-step instruction how to compare two Excel files for differences:

e Open your files in xICompare

e Check if Primary Keys are set correctly

e Use File | Compare Files command in menu or F6 hotkey
e xlCompare shows you Comparison Wizard window

e Make sure that worksheets are grouped correctly

e Complete the wizard by clicking Compare button

e Get the difference report

Compare Excel sheets
Step-by-step instruction how to compare two Excel worksheets for differences:

e Open your Excel file(s) in xICompare

o Select worksheet you would like to compare in the left and right panels
e Check if Primary Keys are set correctly on both worksheets

e Use File | Compare Sheets command in menu

e xlCompare shows you Comparison Wizard window

e Complete the wizard by clicking Compare button

e Get the difference report

Compare three Excel files
e Enable 3-File option that is present on the Compare tab on the ribbon. Now xICompare shows
you 3 panels to open your workbooks.
e Drop 3 files you would like to compare into appropriate panels.
e Get the difference report.

When you compare 3 files xlCompare doesn’t show Comparison Wizard where you can change
worksheet grouping and comparison strategy.
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Merge Excel files
Get the comparison report for selected Excel files using the instructions above.

Select Merge tab on the Ribbon
Use one of the following commands to populate your worksheet with data from other file:

e Update Cells From Left

e Insert Columns From Left
e Insert Rows From Left

e Update Cells From Right

¢ Insert Columns From Right
e Insert Rows From Right

Setup Primary Keys

Primary Keys is an important feature in the xiCompare. It is responsible for getting accurate results.

Mark column as key
e Select column on the worksheet
e Right Click on the heading
e Use Key Column command in the context menu

Clear key
e Select column on the worksheet
¢ Right Click on the heading
e Use Standard Column command in the context menu

Clear all keys on the worksheet
o Select all the worksheet area by clicking on the top left part of the heading
¢ Right Click on the column heading
e Use Standard Column command in the context menu

Mark row as heading
e Select row on the worksheet
¢ Right click on the heading
e Use Heading Row command in the context menu
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Clear heading row
e Select row on the worksheet
e Right click on the heading
e Use Standard Row command in the context menu

Sort the worksheet
e Select columns you would like to use as key values for sorting
¢ Right Click on the column heading
e Use Sort | Ascending or Sort | Descending commands in the context menu

Open previous session
xlICompare remembers 20 previous comparisons, including all the settings applied to the worksheets.
To back to one of the most recent sessions, do the following:

e Use Recent Icons command on the Compare tab on Ribbon

e Select the session you would like to reopen

e Double click on this item in list

e xlCompare reopens this session and gives you difference report

How to activate xICompare
After your evaluation period expires, you should order a license. Use instruction below to activate the
software on your computer:

e Select Help tab on the Ribbon

e Use Activate command

e Press Order Ref# button

¢ In the opened window enter your email and order ref# number (password from your
Spreadsheet Tools account)

e Press Complete button

e You should get a message from xICompare about successful activation

Transfer xiCompare to another computer
After you change your computer, you should not order xlCompare license again. You can use your
existing license on the new computer.

13



To transfer your license, do the following:

Login to your account in the Spreadsheet Tools Customer Area in your browser using this link:

https://SpreadsheetTools.com/cs

your login is e-mail used to order xICompare
your password is your order reference number

Select the Activations page

If your new computer has same name as previous one:

Copy existing Activation Key into your xICompare

If your computer has another name:

Remove the activation you have for the unused computer by pressing the X button near Activation
Key.

Repeat the activation using the instructions above.

Where to find your Computer Name

e Open Windows Explorer

e Select ThisPC node in the folders view

e Right clink on ThisPC node

e Select Properties command in the context menu

e DEVICE-NAME field contains your Computer Name

14
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Commands Reference

xlCompare uses Ribbon to display menu commands and options.

This section contains list of the menu commands that are present in the xiCompare application.
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Compare Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Compare Compare Compare Options Manage  3-Files Display Recent AllCells Matching Updated Unique  Mark Changes  Create Export  Close
Files Sheets Folders Columns ... Results Items Rows Rows Rows with Color Report  PDF Report

Compare Files
Compares 2 opened files (Excel workbooks, XML files) for differences and presents comparison report.

If there are at least one empty worksheet on the screen, xiCompare opens Select 2 Files window or
Select 3 Files window, depending on the option Compare 3 Files.

When every panel contains a non-empty Excel file, xiCompare displays Comparison Wizard window.
After completing the Comparison Wizard, you are presented with a difference report.

Compare Sheets
Compares 2 or 3 selected worksheets (depending on the Compare 3-Files option) for differences and
presents you with a comparison report.

When using this command, you are getting Comparison Wizard window, where you to confirm the

comparison options. After you complete this wizard xlCompare displays you a comparison report.

Compare Folders
Displays Compare Folders window. After you select two folders to be compared application gives you
a comparison report that present you with a different files found in the selected folders.

If you select Include Subfolders switch in the Compare Folders window, all the subfolders are included
into comparison.

Options
Displays Options window. Please, refer to the Options section that describes all the application
options.

Manage Columns
Displays Manage Columns window. Manage columns window allows to:

e Show\Hide columns
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e Ignore columns
e Link one column with column on the other sheet
e Setup a vocabulary for the column

Please, refer to the Manage Columns window for the more detailed information.

3-Files

Enables or disables Compare 3 Files option. Button reflect enabled 3-File option with a pushed state.

When Compare 3 Files option is selected, xilCompare shows additional panel, when you can open
third file for comparison.

Display Results
Displays Difference Report panel on the bottom part of the application window. Difference Report
contains complete structured list of all differences found in the selected files.

This command allows to show or hide the Difference Explorer panel. By default, Difference Explorer is
hidden.

Please, refer to the Difference Explorer section for the more detailed information.

Recent Items
Displays list of the 20 previous comparisons.

xICompare remembers all parameters of the comparison, including:

e primary keys

e hidden columns
e ignored columns
e linked columns

e vocabulary

When you are reopening the recent comparison in the xlCompare all the settings specified above are
applied to the workbooks.

To open recent comparison, double click on the selected item or select it and press Open button.

All Cells
This command is active in the comparison report only. Displays all cells in the comparison report.
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Matching Rows
Displays only rows with all equal cells, on the worksheets. This command is active in the comparison
report only.

Updated Rows
Displays only rows that contains at least one changed cell, on the worksheets. This command is active
in the comparison report only.

Unique Rows

Displays only rows, that doesn’t have matching row on the corresponding worksheet. These rows are
presented with green and red color in the report. This command is active in the comparison report
only.

Mark Changes with Color
Copies cell formatting options, applied to cell in the comparison report (updated cell, changed style,
inserted row, and deleted row) permanently.

After you exit from the comparison report all cells remains their highlighting.

If you apply this command with Extended View option active, value of every updated cell is added to
the value of the original cell. This changes numeric values to their string representation and may
affect the formulas.

Create Report
Creates outlined report that presents all differences found in the compared workbooks. Report is
shown in the form of the Outlined Report window.

Please refer to the Outlined Report window for more information.

Export PDF

Displays Print Preview window with all the highlighting applied to cells in the comparison report.

Print button in the Print Preview window saves report into PDF file on disk.
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Close Report
Exits from the Difference Report mode. All cells on the worksheet receives their original formatting

options. Color highlighting for the different cells is removed.

This command closes Difference Explorer window.

19



Merge Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Display Merge Merge Merge Update Update InsertRows Ins. Columns Update Cells Insert Rows Ins. Columns Update Cells  Undo

Commands Files Sheets Folder Files Sheets From Left From Left From Left From Right From Right from Right Merge

Display Commands
Turns on or off merge commands in the updated cells and in the unique rows and columns. This
command represents state of the Display Merge command option.

Merge Files

Selects two Excel files and merges contents of the left file into corresponding worksheets on the right
file.

This command doesn’t compare Excel files for differences. It just copies data from the left file into the
right one.

Merge Sheets

Copies all cells from the left worksheet into the bottom of the right sheet.

Merge Folder

Merges all files in the specific folder into one file. Data is merged in the worksheets with similar
names.

This command is a Merge Files command applied to all Excel files withing one folder.

Update Files

Compares two opened Excel files for differences and applies all changes in the left file to the right
one.

All updated cells are applied to the right file.

All the new rows in the left file, that doesn’t have corresponding rows in the right one is copied into
the right file.
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Update Sheets
The same command as Update Files but applies to the selected worksheets only. All updates made in
the left worksheet are applied to the right sheet.

Insert Rows from Left
Copies all new rows from the left file into the right file.

Insert Columns from Left
Copies all new columns from the left file into the right one.

Update Cells from Left
Copies values and formatting of all updated cells from the left file into right one. This command
processes only values of the changed cells. Cells in the unique rows are not processed.

Insert Rows from Right
Copies all new rows from the right file into left one.

Insert Columns from Right
Copies all new columns from the right file into the left one.

Update Cells from Right
Values from all updated cells in the right file are copied into the left file including their formatting.
Every merged cell is highlighted with color.

Undo Merge
Reverts all merge commands that was applied to compared files. Every cell receives its original value
and formatting.
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Extract Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format
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Unique  Unique Matching Matching Remove

On Left OnRight OnLleft OnRight Unique Rows

These commands are applicable in the comparison report mode only. After command is allied,
xlCompare exits from the comparison report.

Unique On Left
Removes all equal and updated rows on the left worksheet and leaves only unique rows. Right
worksheet is not modified.

Unique On Right
Removes all equal and updated rows on the right worksheet and leaves only unique rows. Left
worksheet is not modified.

Matching On Left
Leaves matching and updated rows in the left worksheet and removes all unique rows, that doesn’t
have a corresponding row in the right file.

Matching On Right
Leaves matching and updated rows in the right worksheet and removes all unique rows, that doesn’t
have a corresponding row in the left file.

Remove Unique Rows
Removes all unique rows on both worksheets. This command leaves only rows that have
corresponding row on the other sheet.
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File Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Open File1 Open File2 Save Filel Save File2 Save All Print PDF  Print PDF  Close Filel Close File2 Close All
File1 File2

Open File 1
Select file on disk and open it in the left (FILET) panel.

Open File 2
Select file on disk and open it in the right (FILE2) panel.

Save File 1
Save file opened in the left panel (FILET).

Save File 2
Save file opened in the right panel (FILE2).

Save All

Save all opened files on disk.

Print PDF 1
Exports left file into PDF format. If this command is applied in the comparison report mode, PDF file
receives color highlighting that is allied to every updated and new cell in report.

Print PDF 2
Exports right file into PDF format. If this command is applied in the comparison report mode, PDF file
receives color highlighting that is allied to every updated and new cell in report.

23



Close File 1
Closes file opened in the left panel (FILE1). If file was changed, xlICompare asks you to save a file
before it is closed.

Close File 2
Closes file opened in the right panel (FILE2). If file was changed, xICompare asks you to save a file
before it is closed.

Close All

Closes all files opened in the xICompare.
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View Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Sheets Names Tables XML VB Project Zoom 100% Left Panel Right Panel First Prev Next Last

Sheets
Displays worksheets in the xICompare window.

Names
Displays names, defined in the opened Excel files. This command hides the worksheet window and

displays list of the defined names.

Tables

Displays information about all tables in the opened workbooks. All columns that are defined in the
tables are reflected in this window.

XML
This command is applicable only when one of the opened files is in the XML (VML, HTML) format.

With this option is selected, xlCompare displays XML file in a form of tree control that reflects
hierarchical structure of the file.

If XML option is turned OFF, xiCompare uses alternative representation of the XML file — outlined
worksheet, that also reflects the structure of the XML document.

VB Project
Displays contents of the Visual Basic projects in the opened Excel files. xiCompare displays code
modules and forms with controls in this window.

Zoom
Displays Zoom window that changes zoom in the selected files.
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100%

Sets zoom to 100% in all the opened Excel files.

Left Panel
Turns ON or OFF left panel in the application. State of the panel is reflected by the command icon.

Right Panel
Turns ON or OFF right panel in the application. State of the panel is reflected by the command icon.

First
Activates first difference in the comparison report. xiCompare selects cell in the worksheet view and
item in the difference explorer (if this window is visible)

Prev
Selects previous difference in the list.

If difference represents updated cell xlCompare selects cell on the worksheet and item in the
Difference Explorer window.

If difference represents new row or column — xICompare selects entire row or column and appropriate
item in the Difference Explorer window.

Next
Selects next difference in the list.

If difference represents updated cell xlCompare selects cell on the worksheet and item in the
Difference Explorer window.

If difference represents new row or column — xICompare selects entire row or column and appropriate
item in the Difference Explorer window.

Last
Activates last difference in the comparison report.
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Format Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Undo Redo Paste A AU SO - Merge = % |58 0

This tab contains set of standard command that allows to change cell formatting options, including
the:

e Font name

e Fontsize

e Font attributes

e Text Color

e Fill Color

e Cell Border

e Text Alignment

e Number Formatting

Merge

Merges contents of the cells in the selected range

Undo

Reverts last modification made on the worksheet.

Redo

Repeats last modification, that was reverted with Undo command.
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Commands Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands

Crm — —
1 &) /A P | DS
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Split Join Textto  Remove Remove Remove
Columns Columns Numbers Spaces  Empty Rows Hidden Rows

Split Columns
Divides text on the selected columns(s) by specific delimiter. Places portions of the text into the next
right cells.

This command asks you for the delimiter you would like to use to divide cell values into parts.

Join Columns
Joins several cells in the row into one leftmost cell using specific delimiter.

This command asks you to provide a delimiter used to join cell values.

Resulting value will be a test string. All numeric values are converted into text strings.

Text to Numbers
Converts numbers stored as text strings into numeric values.

Remove Spaces
Trims cells on the selected worksheet. xiCompare removed leading and trailing spaces in every cell
that contains text value.

Remove Empty Rows
Removes all empty rows on the selected worksheet.

Remove Hidden Rows
Removes all hidden rows on the worksheet. If rows were hidden by applying auto filter command.
They are also removed from the worksheet.
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Table Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table

A2 Y 2l A %

Edit Filter Sort Rows Sort Rows Unhide
Primary Keys ... A.Z Z._A All Rows

Edit Primary Keys
Displays Primary Keys window that allows to select and clear primary keys on all the worksheets in all
opened workbooks.

This window allows to check order of the primary keys selected on the worksheet.

Refer to the Primary Keys window for more information.

Filter
Applies Auto Filter command on all selected worksheets.

Auto Filter command creates a table that takes all the used range on the worksheet and creates a
filter button for every column.

If worksheet already have auto filter table, new table is not created.

This command allows to create a virtual auto filter table when you are working in the comparison
report more.

After you exit from the comparison report this virtual table is removed.

Sort Rows A..Z
Sorts rows on the worksheet in the ascending order. Rows are sorted by selected columns. If now

columns are selected on the worksheet, command is not applicable.

Sort Rows Z..A

Sorts rows on the worksheet in the descending order. Rows are sorted by selected columns. If now
columns are selected on the worksheet, command is not applicable.
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Unhide All Rows
Unhides all rows on the worksheet by cancelling all filters in all tables on the sheet, unhiding all rows
that where hidden by user and switching comparison filter to All Cells.
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Tools Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Print Find& Goto.. Recalculate Evaluate Trace Display Run Console
Replace All Formula ... Precedents... Errors.. Macro

Print
Opens Print Preview window that shows worksheet (all or selected worksheets) from the active file.

In the Print Preview mode, you can send document to printer.

If this command was applied in the comparison report mode preview window contains color
highlighting that was applied to cells on the worksheet.

Find and Replace

Displays Find and Replace dialog that is identical to find window in the Microsoft Excel application.

It allows to find cells with specific value and to replace contents of string with other values.

Go to ...
Opens GoTo window. Provide an address you would like to select and xICompare will select is for you.

If selected address belongs to the hidden area on the worksheet — row or column is hidden,
xICompare unhides this portion of data to displays the value.

Recalculate All
Recalculates all formulas in all Excel files, opened in xICompare.

Evaluate Formula
Displays Evaluate Formula window. This window allows to explore formula logic by dividing the
formula into sub-expressions. You can drill-down into the calculations in this window.

Refer to the Evaluate Formula Window topic for more information.
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Trace Precedents
Displays precedents of the selected formula in a hierarchical tree form. This is alternate representation

of the precedents in the Excel workbook.

Display Errors
Displays all cells that contains error values.

In this window you can export list of errors or evaluate value of every error cell usinig the Evaluate
Formula window.

Run Macro
Runs VB macro that is stored in a file on disk.

Console
This window is used by Spreadsheet Tools engineers for remote debugging.
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Help Menu

Compare Merge Extract File View Format Commands Table Tools Help
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Help Youtube Updates.. ContactUs Activate Order Language About

Help
Opens Help page on the xICompare website in browser.

YouTube

Opens Spreadsheet Tools YouTube channel in your browser.

Updates
Checks xlICompare.com website for updates. If update available, you are navigated to the download
page on the xlCompare website.

Contact us
Opens contact form on the xICompare website.

Use this form for all types of questions: technical support, bug reports, requests for demo and for
sales questions.

Activate
Opens Activate window where you can activate your copy of xICompare.

Refer to the Activate window for more information.

Order
Opens Order page on the xlICompare website in browser. This page contains pricing information,
ordering questions and instructions on how to activate the software.
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Language
Selects language for the xIiCompare main window. After you change language in settings you need to
restart the xICompare, so changes will take an effect.

About
Displays version information, copyright, and status of your xiCompare license.

If your license is Evaluation or Expired, xiCompare allows you to enter Activation Key to activate the
software.
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Context menu reference

L033-00300/3505 URNILORLLY 241
|0983—46? (}6 Cut 183
0983-46; 44
2507-43¢ [& Copy 87
0983-46; .18
653687 29
2507-43¢ %° 20
0983-46, )66
0983-467 113
4965-24: 4 303
2964-39¢ 73
0985-39C  Commands » 131
2633-55¢ 190
—————— Remove P —
2964-39¢ )06
6453-687  Save y 11
1230-49¢ 126
6789-98¢ > 128
2964-39¢ 164
ﬂ Manage Columns ... @
0982-34¢  Options ... 3
4965-245992557 WYWLYKRIUQ 090

Context menu is a popup menu shown by xlCompare when you right click on the cell, row heading or
column heading on the worksheet.

Cut

Copies contents of the selected area into clipboard. After data is pasted original range is cleared.

Copy

Copies contents of the selected area into clipboard.

Paste
Paste data from the clipboard into selected range of cells.

Evaluate Formula
Display Evaluate Formula window for the selected cell.
35



Refer to the Evaluate Formula window for more information.

This command is available ONLY if selected cell contains formula.

Trace Precedents
Displays Precedents window for the selected cell.

This command is available ONLY if selected cell contains formula.

Trace Error
Displays Evaluate Formula window for the selected cell and automatically expands all error sub
expressions in this window.

This command points you to the source of the error value.

This command is applicable to the formulas that produce error value only.

Commands Menu

| 2964-394629
| Commands » Split Columns ... 12
C ’6
- Remove 4 Join Columns ... -
Z 2
t Save 4 Convert Text To Numbers  *2
; 6
" » Remove Spaces 34
t 0983-467545
- Manage Columns ...

Split Columns
Split text values in cells in the selected area into parts by using delimiter.

Portions of the values are pasted into cells from the right of the selection.

Join Columns
Joins values of the selected cells into one value, that is inserted into left most cell of the selection.

Values are joined with a delimiter you should provide for this operation.
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Convert Text to Numbers
Converts all text string into their numeric equivalents in the selection.

Remove Spaces
Removes leading and trailing spaces in all cells in the selected area.

Remove Menu

E 2904-394029553 |
N Commands b 5873-982342995 U
NOR?-24R807A212 J

i Remove » Empty Rows K
IE

- Save 4 Hidden Rows i
i » | 6789-986754325 D

Empty Rows
Permanently removes all empty rows on the selected worksheet.

Hidden Rows

Permanently removes all hidden rows on the selected worksheet.

Save Menu
B -394029553 THGAWNILVQ
| Commands )y $-9823429595 UMGFHZFYG
| 1-348976213 UCTPLEOHN
er ~ Remove ¥ 1-243992537 WYWLYKTQG
— Save 4 All Rows ... —
|| 4 Only Visible Rows ...
| P_"IU!J"IJUUL VW il1iDiJipJ
Manage Columns ... } 009249000 CLINCIINAICEE
All Rows

Saves all rows on the worksheet into other file on disk. Hidden rows are saved and appear as hidden
in the new file.
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Only Visible Rows

Saves only visible portion of the worksheet data. Hidden cells are not copied into the new worksheet.

Manage Columns
Displays Manage Columns window for the selected worksheet.

Refer to the Manage Columns window to get more information.

Options
Displays Application Options window.

Refer to the Options topic to get more information on the options present in xiCompare.

Commands that are visible on the Column Heading only

ve A | B

v Key Column =
EEE Standard Column l
Dealers n
Small busine Ignored Column ||
Midmarket o
Top Clients &’ Link With ...

Enterprise % Cut

Small busine n
Small busine Copy n
Goverment H
Middle plus n
Enterprise [ |nsert Column(s) ]
Small busine 25|
Small busine ~~ Delete ||
Distributors % Hide n
Goverment 2|
Distributors Sort » |
Goverment

Goverment Commands [ B

Key Column
Marks selected column(s) as Primary Key. Primary Key is used to identify rows on the worksheet, when
xICompare compares Excel tables.
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Standard Column
Marks selected column(s) as Standard. Standard columns are not used to identify rows as matching.
xlCompare uses is to compare cell values only.

Current state of the column is reflected with a checkmark icon in the appropriate menu item.

Ilgnored Column
Mark column as Ignored. Ignored columns are visible, but not considered, when xICompare looks for
the differences on the worksheets.

Link With
Binds one column in Left file with another column in the Right file. xiCompare will compare cells in
one linked column with corresponding cells in the other linked column.

This command allows to bind two columns with different names or when application is not able to
identify that columns represent the same data.

Insert Column(s)
Insert columns into selection.

Delete
Delete selected columns from the worksheet.

Hide

Hide selected columns.

Unhide
Unhides columns between two selected columns. If all worksheet area is selected xICompare unhides
all columns on the sheet.

39



Sort Menu
Ascending
Sorts rows on the worksheet, by values of the selected columns in the ascending order.

Descending
Sorts rows on the worksheet, by values of the selected columns in the descending order.

Commands that are visible on the Row heading only

p A
. |
~ v/ Heading Row F
Standard Row =
an
X Cut d|
1a
[ Copy 1al
= te
_ e
&5 Insert Row(s) E
> Delete =l
1a)
7 Hide d|
1
Commands 4 ;

Heading Row
Marks selected row(s) as heading. Heading row is usually a row that contains field names. It is used to
identify and align columns on the worksheet.

Standard Row
Marks row as Standard. Standard row is a usual row that contains data to be compared.

Insert row(s)
Insert row(s) into selection.
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Delete
Delete selected rows.

Hide

Hides selected rows.

Unhide
Unhides all rows between two selected rows. If all worksheet area is selected — this command unhides

all rows on the sheet.
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Windows Reference

This section explains all the windows that are used in xliCompare for various purposes.
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Activate Window

| /A Activate your xICompare X |

| To use xICompare after evaluation period or to unlock all features in the product,
I

' you must order a license and activate xICompare on your PC.

60
Order

If you already have a license, please activate xICompare using one of the following options: |

E@ Llﬂ X i

Order Ref# Activation Key  Activate Later

Activates copy of the xICompare on your computer.

Order
Opens Order page on the xICompare website in browser.

On the order page you find detailed information about pricing and instructions how to order a
license.

If you already have xICompare license, you should not use this button.

Order Ref#

Activates xICompare on-line by entering your e-mail and order reference number. This is the easiest
method of activation.

This button opens Activate Online window.

Please refer to the Activate Online topic for more information.

Activation Key
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Activates xICompare by entering the Key. Use this option if you have a key that unlocks the software.
This button opens Enter Activation Key window.

Please, refer to the Enter Activation Key Window for more information.

Activate Later

Closes Activation Window and backs you to the xICompare main window. This button interrupts the
activation process.

More information on the activation process you can find on the xiCompare website:

https://xICompare.com/activate-xlcompare.html
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https://xlcompare.com/activate-xlcompare.html

Activate Online Window

| /A Activate your xICompare X

| To activate xICompare on-line, please fill the fields below
I
| E-mail:

| Order Ref#: !

© @ X |

Back Complete Activate Later

B —— |

Activates xICompare by entering your registration email and order reference number.

E-mail

Enter your email, used to order xICompare into this field.

Order Ref#

Enter your order reference number.

If your account was created by Spreadsheet Tools stuff, you don’t have order reference number, but
you have a password from your account.

Enter your password into this field.

Back

Cancels the activation and closes this window.

Complete
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Completes activation and gives you a message about successful or failed activation, in case if
credentials you've provided are not valid.

Activate Later

Cancels the activation process.
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Compare As

/\ Compare As ... X

OGeneraI Worksheet

Use this option if your worksheet doesn't match to the types listed below

@Table with key columns
Align rows on the worksheet using key values

| O Worksheet with outline

Synchronize outline on both worksheets and compare matching groups

(O 1-To-1 Comparison
Compare cells on the worksheets one-by-one: Alvs Al, A2 vs A2, etc.

Assigns comparison strategy to the selected pair of worksheets.

xICompare allows to select following strategies, that defines how rows are aligned on the worksheet:

General Worksheet

This method represents general case, when order of the rows on the sheet is important and rows are
aligned by the best match.

Excel Table (Compare by Key)
Rows are aligned by the value of Primary Key columns.

Columns are aligned by the values of the heading row or by the best match in the content.

Worksheet with outline

This algorithm is applicable to the worksheets that have outlined rows. Groups of rows defines
structure that should be used to align rows within groups.

1-to-1 comparison
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All rows and columns are aligned 1 to 1.

Apply

Applies selected algorithm to the pair(s) of worksheets.
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Comparison Wizard

'.‘ /A Select Sheets\Modules\Forms to be compared ... X

| Worksheets (1) VBA Modules VBA Forms
i

H table 1 table 2 Compare As

I O Sales Data Report Sales Data Report Excel Table (Compare by Key)

|

i

| Add ... Delete ... Compare As ... Edit Keys ... Select All Exclude All Delete All

i Available Sheets:

I [] table 1 [] table 2

H Cancel Help @ YOUTUBE
=N N . - - s

Displays all the items to be compared by xICompare in the opened files.

xICompare groups items (sheets, modules, forms) into pairs. Every pair is processed by the application
independently from other ones.

This window is a place where you should select what will be compared in your files.

3 types of compared items
xICompare separately selects compared data. Comparison Wizard window contains 3 groups
represented with Tabs:

e Worksheets
e VBA Modules
e VBA Forms

This allows you to select what would you like to compare. If you are going to do a complete
comparison you can select all the tabs and all VBA modules and forms.

However, this window allows to exclude any portion of the items to be compared.
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Compare As
xlCompare has different strategies (comparison algorithms) used to align rows on the sheets.
Compare As column displays name of the algorithm, that is assigned to this pair of sheets.

Every strategy is reflected in the list with icon assigned to pair of worksheets.
Compare As button opens the algorithm selection window.

Refer to the Compare As topic for more information.

Add

Adds pair of available worksheets to comparison. Of there are no available worksheets you are not
able to complete this command.

Delete

Removes pairs of worksheets (VBA modules, VBA Forms), this is selected in the list from the
comparison. Deleted items are added to the lists of available items on the bottom of each tab.

Edit Keys
Edits primary keys in all workbooks opened in the xICompare.

Refer the Edit Primary Keys window for more information.

Select All

Selects all items in the list.

Exclude All

Excludes all items in the list from comparison.

Delete All

Deletes all items from the list. All worksheets (VBA modules, VBA forms) are added to the appropriate
available items lists.
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Exclude item from the comparison
Every item shown in this wizard can be in the included or excluded state. Included items are marked

with check icon before name.

Included state means that this pair of objects will be compared for the differences. Excluded items are
present, but not compared.

Check\Uncheck checkbox on the heading of the list to check or uncheck all items in list in single click.

If you compare two workbooks with a lot of worksheets and need to focus only on several sheets and
ignore others — you need to uncheck the items you don’t need in this list.

Cancel

Closes this window without comparing the workbooks.

Compare

Closes wizard and compares items that are checked in the list.
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Compare Folders

Compare Folders:

Folder 1:

Folder 2:
Select folders using [...] buttons, or drop folders into this form

Filter

Include Subfolders

Selects folder to be compared by xICompare.

Folder1

Full path to the first folder. Select folder on your computer using the [...] button.

Folder2

Full path to the second folder. Select folder on your computer using the [...] button.

Filter

Wildcard mask that is used to filter files in folder. Be default *.* mask is used to compare all files.

Include Subfolders

Includes subfolders into comparison. With this option disabled, xiCompare doesn’t go in-depth and
just compares files in two opened folders.

Compare

Closes this window and compares files in the selected folders.
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Folder are imported into xlCompare window as two outlined worksheets.
Comparison results are represented in a form of two compared sheets with highlighted changed files.

Every changed file is presented with a hyperlink in a cell.

By clicking on the hyperlink, you open comparison report for this file in the separate instance of

xICompare application.
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Enter Activation Key

- If you have Activation Key, from Spreadsheet Tools, please enter it in the field below.

© @ || ®

Back Complete Activate Later

Unlocks the software with Activation Key.

Enter Activation Key you have into the field on this window.

Back

Cancels the activation and backs to the previous window.

Complete

Completes the activation process. You should receive a message about successful or failed activation.

Activate Later

Cancel the attempt to activate the software.
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Evaluate Formula

2" Bvaluate Formula = a X
Range Sheet # Value Formula
HE= a Output 11 Model!$AS$8
[ = $asss Model a1 IF(prin_d=0,0,MAX(0,1-SUM(C949:BB949)/((prin_d+BO17)*$AR$5)))
0E F 0 IF(prin_d=0,0,MAX(0,1-SUM(C949:BB949)/((prin_d+BO17)*SARSS)))
HE = TRUE prin_d=0
= <4 prin_d -1 Expenses!$F$12
| B = $F$12 Expenses -1 11500000 Model!H29+Model!I29
2 + 11500000 ModellH29+Modelll29
0
0
EE max MAX(0,1-SUM(C949:BB949)/((prin_d+BO17)*$ARS5))
0
BEE - 1-SUM(C949:BB949)/((prin_d+BO17)*SARSS5)
1
BE / SUM(C949:BB949)/((prin_d+BO17)*$ARS5)
EE sum SUM(C949:BB949)
Fi €949:BB949 Model
. ({prin_d+BO17)*$ARS5)
4 »

Displays formula logic in a form of the tree control. That displays hierarchy of the calculations in this
form.

Tree control allows you to drill down into the calculations in your sheet starting from the selected cell.

Context menu commands

Find
Opens find bar to enter range of cells you would like to find in the selected branch.

Trace Calculation
Opens Evaluate Formula window for the selected cell\range in a separate window.

Trace Precedents
Opens Trace Precedents window for selected cell.
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Display All Formulas
Removes contents of the current calculation tree. Displays all formulas in this workbook in this
window.

Export List
Exports selected branch into text file and saves it on disk.
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Manage Columns

/\ Manage Columns: table 2 X

Name Field Hidden Ignored Link Dictionary Select All

2 A Segment Link:

Country Set ...

Product Clear

Partner ID
Dictionary:
SKU#
Assign ...
Code#t

Clear
Manufacturer

T & m m O 0 wW

Car Type

| Fuel

—

Price

Units Sold
Manufacturing Price
MSRP Price

Sale Price

000000000 0do00dp
EEEEEEEEE E E E D .

0O 2 £ rr =

Gross Sales

Apply Cancel

This window contains all options that are applicable to the columns on the opened worksheet.

Name

Name of the column on the worksheet.

Field

Value of the appropriate cell in the heading row on this worksheet. Usually, it represents field name in
table.

Value in this column can be empty.

Hidden

Checked if column is hidden. If you check value in this column, you change visibility state of the
column in the worksheet.
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To check\uncheck all the columns click on the heading of this column in list.

Ignored
Checked if column is ignored from the comparison.
Ignored columns are visible, but not included into comparison process.

They are marked with icon in the heading and shown with muted text.

Link

If this column is linked with column on the other worksheet this column displays name of the linked
column.

If this value is empty — this column is not linked.

Dictionary

Displays dictionary applied to this column to replace its values with another ones.

Select All

Selects all items in list.

Link | Set

Displays Link Columns Window to select a linked column.

Link | Clear

Clears linked column for the selected columns.

Dictionary | Assign

Assigns dictionary to the column.
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Dictionary | Clear

Clears dictionary for the selected columns.

Apply

Applies changes made in this window to the worksheets. This command hides and shows columns,
marks them as ignored and establishes selected links.

No changes are made in the worksheet until you press the Apply button.
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Link Columns

| A\ Link column N with M

H |

Fuel

Price Units Sold

Manufacturing Price

MSRP Price

Sale Price

Gross Sales

Discount

Sale

;
2 |Ipick Up Track Hybryd $7,101.69 936 $ 3,666.02|S  5380.25(|S 578698 $ 913772 $  679.25 S1
3 |other Gasoline §3,350.50 323 % 1,177.73| $ 749.23 |$ 595474 $ 1205373 $ 78694 S

4 |other Deisel  $7,906.68 644 $ 276.82| S 6,122.28 |S 5967.68 $ 307.98 $ 77120 S ¢
5 [SUV\Crossover Hybryd $6,594.82 168 $ 1,514.41|$  7,494.87 |$ 427159 $ 13,81596 $  890.80 $ I
6 |Coupe Deisel  $9,782.97 322 % 3,113.31|S 256030 [S 3,730.48 $ 13217.26 $ 79554 S1
7 [Hatchback Electric $ 504.42 123 $ 4462.71| S 609.48 |$ 521271 $ 270258 $  297.58 $1
8 [Pick Up Track Deisel  $3,351.65 620 $ 2,849.87|S 240282 |$  689.35 $ 492899 $ 582,67 $1
9 |coupe Deisel  $2,297.16 365 2,761.32|$ 501243 (S 798041 $ 495263 & 31012 S1
10 |Pick Up Track Deisel § 608.97 609 $ 2,495.68|$ 2902005 39930 $ 852307 & 53121 $

11 |SUV\Crossover Electric  $9,148.09 879 $ 824.03|$  7016.02|S 1,739.44 $ 1563769 $  600.55 S |
12 [sedan Electric  $2,993.15 746 $ 43218|$  2,825.82|$ 550956 $ 1456605 S 74275 $

13 [Van Hybryd  $4,336.00 53 $ 1,265.63|$  2,440.84 |$ 432761 S 1571432 S 053 $

14 |Pick Up Track Gasoline $2,563.70 598 $ 3,031.54|S 796248 |5 498820 $ 221946 S  540.07 $ ¢
15 |Other Deisel  $4,856.76 38 3634.80|S  1,797.47 |$ 1,162.19 $  7,699.93 S 88476 $ ]
16 |Other Hybryd  $2,489.53 353 $ 1,966.91|$  3,173.91|$ 167294 $ 49957 $ 39824 $1f
17 |Pick Up Track Deisel  $5,569.54 553 $ 3,01031|$ 480593 S 254256 $ 1141474 S 902.67 $1¢
18 [Sedan Hybryd $7,977.21 388 $ 1,44839|$  1,869.18 |$ 422813 S 1962892 $ 19229 $

19 |Truck Electric  $3,312.86 11 $ 2,366.76|S  3,07150 S 6,155.07 $ 92556 $  102.18 $1¢
20 [sedan Gasoline $ 3,380.94 450 $ 4312.00|$  6917.83|$ 2,758.10 $ 13,000.09 $  473.79 $1%
21 |van Hybryd $3,698.55 146 $ 1,223.05|$  4,166.77 |$ 239840 $ 746527 $ 74268 S 1
22 |Truck Gasoline §5,555.15 202 2,354.11|S 494486 |5 532662 $ 1572636 S  722.31 $ !
23 |Hatchback Deisel  $8,432.02 42 480.91| S 360.86 |$ 4,494.61 $  4,804.19 $  611.98 $ ¢
24 [Bus Electric  $3,836.43 184 $ 2,514.99|S  6317.03 |5 6,632.72 $ 973744 S  894.81 $1¢
25 |Truck Hybryd $7,393.10 709 $ 2,350.77|S  7,300.01 % 2,792.12 $ 17,187.45 $  878.29 $ 4
2 hy Prmimel & 1 700 aAn Ao & EW e 4 A rn ¢ noaAana & 11 0014 & Acn An &

Displays corresponding worksheet and selects column that should be linked with the current one.

Link

Links column selected on the worksheet with a column for which this window is shown.

Names of the source column and target columns are reflected in the caption of this window.
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Outlined Report

Difference Report: (table 1) - (table 2)
EEy :
2
= 3
4 C:\Demo\Columns\,
Bl
[ . 6  |Unique Rows a4
’ 7 |Updated Cells
&y 7 pdatad ca 7733
9
10
U °
12
b
14
15
| 16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29 .
1 5ummary| Ihpwll Unique Rows Updated Cells | ] 3
[“] Add Worksheet Data to Report

Report window displays comparison report, that was exported into the Excel workbook with outlined
worksheets.

Report contains following sheets:

e Summary

e Report

e Unique Rows
e Updated Cells

Summary
Displays list of compared files and total count of differences of each type.

Report
Contains list of compared worksheets in each file.

Displays number of differences of each type in all the worksheets and total number of differences
found.
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Unique Rows
Rows that were identified as unique grouped by the worksheets.

Every row contains original address in the column A and data from the worksheet in other cells,
starting from B.

Updated Cells
List of all updated cells, grouped by the worksheets. Every cell contains address in the columns A and

F, and original and modified values.

If formulas were changed, this worksheet contains text of the changed formulas.

Outline button on the left side of the window collapses and expands groups of rows that belongs to
specific worksheets.

Copy

Copies contents of the report into clipboard.

Export to XLSX

Saves outlined report on disk as XLSX file.

62



Primary Keys

/A Edit Primary Keys X |
Files
C:\Demo\Columns\table 1.xlsx I
C:\Demo\Columns\table 2.xlsx
Worksheets
1 Name Columns Rows W A ﬁ B P D J M o} T U Vv alf
Sales Data Report ABD 1 ﬂ il Segment A Country M Partner ID bl Price A MSRP Price gl Gross Sales |4 1
2 Midmarket United States of America 5873-982342995 | $7,101.69 $ 5,380.25 $ 9,137.72
| 3 Dealers Mexico 2633-559667353 | $3,350.50 $ 749.23 S 8,041.78
| 4 Small business  Taiwan 9624-954209466 | $7,906.68 S 6,122.28 $ 4,609.64
5 Midmarket United States of America 9355-076459563 | $6,205.30 $ 3,063.18 $ 13,815.96
6 Top Clients Germany 0983-467545662 | $9,782.97 S 2,560.30 $  13,217.26
7  Enterprise Germany 0982-348976213 | S 504.42 $ 609.48 S 2,702.58
8 Small business  Greate Britain 2633-559667353 | $3,351.65 S 2,340.37 $ 4,928.99
9 |Small business  France 0983-467545662| $1,650.18 | $ 501243 $ 4,952.63
10 Goverment Germany 0983-467545662 | S 608.97 S 2,902.00 $ 8,523.07
11 Middle plus Taiwan 2507-439642587 | $9,044.49 $ 7,016.02 §  15,637.69
12 Enterprise Germany 0983-467545662 | $7,177.24 S 2,825.82 S 14,566.05
13 Small business United Arabian Emirates 6453-687965252 | $4,336.00 S 2,440.84 $ 15,714.32
14 Small business  Japan 2507-439642587 | $2,563.70 $ 7,962.48 $ 2,219.46
15 Distributors France 0983-467545662 | $5,643.68 S 1,797.47 $ 1,604.19
16 Goverment United Arabian Emirates 0983-467545662 | $2,489.53 $ 6,592.80 $ 499.57
17 Distributors Australia 4965-243992537 | $5,569.54 S 4,80593 § 11,414.74
18 Goverment Greate Britain 2964-394629553 | $9,851.87 $ 1,869.18 $ 19,615.27
19 Goverment Canada 0985-390876234 | $3,312.86 S 3,071.50 $ 925.56
20 Distributors Greate Britain 2633-559667353 | $3,380.94 $ 7,788.27 S 13,009.09 - i
4 4
Select key columns\rows and click the Set As Key button Clear Keys Set As Key

Displays and edits primary key columns and rows on all worksheets in opened Excel files.

Files

List of the Excel files opened in xICompare. Select file in this list to view\edit keys in the worksheets,
contained in this file.

Worksheets
List of the available worksheets with selected Primary Key columns and Heading Rows.

This list allows single selection. Selected worksheet is shown in the Sheet window on the right from
list.

Sheet window

Contents of the worksheet, that is selected in the Worksheets list.

Clear Keys
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Clear all primary keys on the worksheet.

Set as Key

If column(s) are selected, xiCompare adds them to the primary key columns on the selected
worksheet.

If row(s) are selected, xICompare adds them to the list of Heading Rows on the worksheet.
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Recent Comparisons

/A Recent Comparisons ...

table 1 _E==g table 2

C: » Demo » Columns = C: » Demo » Columns

Browse list of the recently compared workbooks. Use double click to open item.

Displays list of the 20 most recent comparisons.

xICompare remembers all settings in the selected pair of worksheets, including hidden columns,
ignored columns, primary keys, dictionary, and linked columns.

To open selected comparison, do the following:

e Double click on the item
e Select item in list and press Open button

You can open recent item even if current comparison is opened.

If comparison report is opened in xICompare, it will be close before new comparison is started.

Cancel

Close list of the recent items without reopening the comparison.
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Select 2 files

/A Compare workbooks: X

FILE 1: v
Title (optional)

FILE 2: v ...
Title (optional)

Select workbook using [...] buttons, or drop files into this form

Selects 2 Excel files to be compared.

FILE1

Path to file opened in the left panel (FILET)

FILE2

Path to file opened in the right panel (FILE2)

Title

Optional string, that can override default caption on the left and right panel. This string will be shown
instead of FILE1 and FILE2 strings, that are used by default.

[...] buttons

Browses for Excel file to be opened on your computer.

Compare
Proceed to opening selected files in the xICompare.

After files are opened successfully, xiCompare shows you Comparison Wizard window with default

selection of the compared worksheets and primary keys.
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Select 3 files

e

/A Compare Workbooks with common Ancestor X
FILE 1: v

Title {optional)

BASE: Rl | R

Title {optional)

FILE 2: v ..
Title {optional)

Select workbook using [...] buttons, or drop files into this form

Selects 3 files to be compared.

This window is used by xICompare only if option 3-Files are active on the Compare tab.

FILE1

Path to file opened in the left panel (FILET)

BASE

Path to file opened in the middle panel (BASE)

FILE2

Path to file opened in the right panel (FILE2)

Title

Optional string, that can override default caption on the left and right panel. This string will be shown
instead of FILE1, FILE2 and BASE strings, that are used by default.

[...] buttons

Browses for Excel file to be opened on your computer.
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Compare
Proceed to opening selected files in the xICompare.

After files are opened successfully, xiCompare automatically runs the comparison and presents you
with a difference report.

In this mode, xICompare doesn’t show Comparison Wizard window.
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Zoom window

Zoom

100%
50%

60% 70% 75% 80% 85%

110%

150%

Sets zoom percent, that is applied to all workbooks in the application.

Percent Scale

Move the slider to adjust zoom percent.

Predefined Zoom Buttons

Sets fixed zoom percent.

OK

Applies selected zoom to the xICompare panels.
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Options Reference

xICompare is a complex tool that has a variety of parameters, that change application behavior.

This section contains detailed information on every option, that is used in xICompare.

How to view\edit options
There are several methods to open Options window:

e Options command on the Compare tab on the Ribbon
e Ctrl+T hotkey combination
e Options command in the Context Menu on the worksheet
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General

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View Link Sheets
CO) Automatic comparison of opened files
Immediate compare opened Excel files after you drop them into xICompare
@ Compare Files from Common Ancestor
Select Mine, Base and Theirs version of workbooks and display conflicted changes
CO) Align Compared Columns
Virtually insert new columns, so equal items appear on the same places
@ Extended View
Display modified value in the same cell with original
CC)) Display Difference
Display difference instead of corresponding value in the Extended View
@ Flexible Comparison
Empty cells, cells with spaces and zeros are considered as equal
@ Recalculate Formulas
Allow xICompare to recalculate worksheet formulas
CO) Display Notifications

Display message with a short summary of the every operation

Automatic comparison of opened files
When this option is turned ON, xICompare immediately starts the comparison when you open second
Excel file in the application.

After you drop second file into xiCompare window you get the Comparison Wizard window.

If you would like to start the comparison manually, turn this option OFF.

Compare files from common ancestor
This option opens third panel in the xIiCompare. With this option turned ON, xICompare requires 3
Excel files to be opened for comparison.

Compare Files and Compare Sheets commands doesn't start until you have 3 workbooks opened.

Default value for this option is OFF — application compares two Excel files for differences.
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Align Compared Columns
If worksheet you are comparing have different order of columns, this option forces application to put
corresponding columns in the same order on both worksheets in the Comparison Report.

Order of the columns is built using the right(central) file as a primary(master) worksheet.

With this option turned OFF, worksheets preserve original order of columns in the Comparison
Report.

Extended View
In the extended view mode xICompare displays original and modified value in the same cell. Modified
value is shown with a muted text color.

This option makes browsing differences simpler. You don’t need to look for the value of the
corresponding cell. But in this mode every row with changed cells gets two times more space.

Display Difference

This option is applicable to xliCompare only with Extended View option.

If this option is turned ON, xlICompare displays difference with corresponding value below every
original numeric value.

If option is turned OFF, xlCompare puts modified value below the original one.

This option has no effect on the application if Extended View mode is disabled.

Flexible Comparison
When you enable this option, empty cells, cells with spaces and cells with zeros are treat as equal by
the xICompare.

Use it to reduce number of the unimportant differences.

Default value of this option is OFF — xlCompare thinks that empty cell and 0 is different values and
highlights these cells in the comparison report.

Recalculate Formulas
xlCompare contains calculation engine (Spreadsheet Core) inside. xlCompare is able to work like
Microsoft Excel and recalculate formula values after every modification or by the user request.
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By default, calculations are disabled, they are not needed to compare two Excel files. But if you would
like to recalculate formulas in your files, you can turn this option ON.

Display Notification

After executing every comparison command xICompare shows you a message with short description
of the results. In case if you have no differences in your files — you will get a message Workbooks you
are comparing are identical. If Excel files are different — you will see number of the differences found.

By default, this option is enabled, however if you don't like this message. Just turn OFF this option.
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Comparison

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format

Select data processed by xICompare:

[v] Formulas

Compare text of the formulas

Calculated Values

Compare values, which are results of the formulas

Entered Values

Compare values in the constant cells

[ ]Hidden Columns

Process cells in the hidden columns

[ ]Hidden Rows

Process cells in the hidden rows

Compare cell format options:

[ ]Borders [ ]Number Formatting
[ ]Background Color [ |Text Align

[ ]Font [ ]Text Color

[ ]Hyperlinks

Merge

Select data processed by xICompare:

xICompare allows you to select what will be compared. You can exclude hidden cells, cell formatting

options like text color and border from the comparison.

Formulas

When this option is selected, formulas are included into comparison. When two cells with formulas
are compared, xlCompare compares text and structure of both formulas. If you turn this option OFF,

xICompare will not compare text of the formulas in cells.

Calculated Values
xICompare process not only text of the formula but value, that is a result of this formula also.

This option allows you to exclude results of the formulas from comparison and compare only text of
the formulas. You may use this feature when workbook contains RAND or similar functions and values

are changed after every calculation.
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Entered Values
When this option is selected, xlCompare compares contents of the constant cells. Cells that don't have
formulas.

In you exclude this option xICompare will analyze only cells with formulas and ignore input cells.

Hidden Columns and Hidden Rows

xlICompare allows you to decide whether to process hidden data in your worksheets. You may hide
some rows and columns to exclude this data from the comparison. This is a way to filter data you
would like to compare.

By default, this option is turned OFF and hidden data is excluded from the comparison. If you would
like to look for the differences in the hidden data also, you can enable this option.

Please, refer to the Manage Columns topic to see how to hide columns on the worksheet in
xICompare.

Compare cell formatting options:
xICompare allow you to decide if you would like to compare cell styles. Below are style options you
can include into comparison:

Borders
Background Color
Font

Hyperlinks

Number Formatting
Text Align

Text Color
By default, cell formatting is excluded, because it may produce a lot of comparison noise. But if you
would like to locate colored or bold cells on your worksheets — you need to enable these options.
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Rules

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View
Key values having 0 or less different characters are identical

Rows that begins with 2 equal cells are identical

Rows having 3 or less different cells are identical

@ Case-insensitive comparison

@ Ignore space characters while comparing strings

@ Ignore Error Values

Accuracy :

Numeric values are equal if their difference is less than accuracy

Ignored Symbols :

Enter symbols you want to ignore when comparing strings

Key values having N or less different characters are identical

If you are working with worksheet that has table structure with Primary Keys columns, this option
defines how keys values on you sheets are flexible. By default this option is set to 0, and key values
are compared for the exact match. But if data you are working with, contains typing errors or
exported in the other format - this option gives you ability to treat keys like 0000-1111 and 00001111

identical.

Rows that begin with N equal cells are identical
Primary aspect of the comparison is to align rows properly. For this case xICompare uses key values or

other comparison strategies.

In case if data in cells are different, xlCompare should decide, if this is matching rows with different
data or is absolutely different (unique) rows. This option is one of the rules, used by xICompare to

make a choice.

Default option is 2. If two rows contain at least 2 equal cells on the beginning — they will be
considered as matching.
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Rows having N or less different cells are identical

This is another criterion that is used to align rows on the worksheet. This is something like a limit, that
defines which rows can be marked as matching. By default, this option is set to 3. If two rows have not
more than 3 different cells and other cells are equal, they will be marked as matching.

Case-insensitive comparison

xlCompare doesn't take string case into account when compares string cells. For example, values like
Street and street are identical. This is default behavior. If you require more precise comparison and
capital letters are important — turn this option OFF and xICompare will point to all such differences.

Ilgnore space characters

If this option is turned ON, xlICompare ignores space characters in the string cells when comparing
data. Strings like A A and AA are identical. This allows to ignore trailing spaces that may appear
during exporting and aligning cell values.

If you want to detect all such differences — turn this option OFF and xICompare will not exclude space
characters from the comparison.

Ignore Error Values
If you are worksheet contains error values, like #REF this option allows to ignore them. If one of the

two corresponding cells contains error values — cells are not processed and not included into the
comparison report.

Accuracy

This is a precision used to compare numeric values. It allows you to ignore minor changes in the
numbers. For example, sales value was changed from $100.01 to $100.098. xiCompare will notify you
about this difference. However, if you would like to ignore it — setup precision like 0.005 and this
difference will be ignored by xICompare.

lgnored Symbols

xlCompare allows you to ignore some characters from the text strings. For example, you've exported
value from database and get a result like this one: John Smith and John_Smith. Default behavior is to
treat such values as different. But if you add _ character to the list of ignored characters — both strings
became identical.
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Database

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View Link Sheets Zoom
Database specific options:

CO) Highlight Primary Keys
Highlight Primary Keys on the worksheets with overlay color

@ Freeze Primary Keys

Freeze Primary Keys on the worksheet views
@ Sort Tables
Sort tables by Primary Keys before comparison. Sort comparison report by key values.

CO) Allow Moved Rows in the Database Tables

Rows with same primary key can be moved on the worksheet (table doesn't have fixed structure)

xlCompare links columns on the worksheets:
O by Index

Columns on the same place with different Names are treat as equal.
Use this option if you have different versions of the same database.

© by Name

Columns in the database are compared by Names.
This option is suitable to for the most kinds of the databases.

All options in this group are applicable to xICompare only if you are comparing database tables with
Excel table (Compare by Key) strategy.

Highlight Primary Keys
When this option is turned ON, xICompare highlights key columns and key columns by modifying
their fill color.

This improves visual indication of the Key columns and heading rows.

Frees Primary Keys
If this option is turned ON, xlICompare freezes Primary Key columns and heading rows on the
worksheet, so they became always visible when you scroll the sheet.

By default, it is turned OFF.
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Sort Tables
If you enable this option xICompare will sort your tables by primary key before comparison and you
will get your comparison report sorted.

Also, worksheet is left sorted after you exit from the report mode. It is sorted permanently.

This improves visual representation of the data that have table structure.

Allow moved rows in the database tables
If worksheet data you are working with contains several rows with identical value of the key, this
option defined if xlCompare should take order of such rows into account.

By default, xiCompare allows to mix rows with same value of key. This is normal situation for most of
the database tables, where all records are independent.

xlICompare links columns on the worksheet
xlICompare need to align columns on two worksheets — determine which columns are equal and which
ones are different.

Default value of this option — align columns by names. This is best solution. Usually, columns in
database sheets represent fields and every field name is present in the first row.

However, if you have a worksheet without field names you can change this option and link fields by
their index.

Please refer to the Link Columns command to get instructions on how to “bind” two mismatching
columns.
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Text

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge

Text File Delimiter: Space v

@ Display Text Import Wizard

@ Highlight tables in CSV and Text files

Options in this group are applicable to text and CSV files, opened in xICompare.

Text file delimiter
When xlICompare opens text file, usually it represents set of values delimited with a specific character.

This option allows you to define delimiter that separates two values in the string.

Display Text Import Wizard
xICompare has a Text Import Wizard that is shown when you attempt to open the text (TXT) file. In
this Wizard you need to select a delimiter used to divide text line into set of values.

If you are working with data in the same format, you can setup delimiter in the options (Text file
delimiter) and use this option to ignore the Wizard. xiCompare will use same options silently on the
opening of every file.

Highlight tables in CSV and Text files
CSV file is just a text, but it contains table that can be filtered or sorted. So, xlCompare formats it as
auto filter table, by highlighting heading row and adding filter button to the columns.

If you don't like the formatting, you can disable this option.
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Format

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View
Color options for the highlighted cells on the Comparison Report:

Inserted Row\Column LM-G970UZBAXAA

Deleted Row\Column BM-N986UZWAXAA

Edited Constant Cell 154.78

Changed Calculated Value 82,347.74

Changed Cell Formatting Reviewed

Resolved Ready

@ Display Trend

xICompare uses color formatting options to identify changes between two worksheets in the
comparison report. The formatting options used, are subset of the cells formatting options that are
available in the Excel application.

xICompare has following categories of differences that are highlighted in report:
Inserted rows\columns

Deleted rows\columns

Edited constant cell

Cell with changed calculated value

Cell with changed formatting

Conflict

Resolved cells
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To modify the formatting for each group click on the sample area or use ... button near the sample.
For each of the groups you can set following formatting options:

Fill color

Border color

Text color

Bold font

Italic font

Strikethrough font

Display Trend

If this option is turned ON, xICompare displays tendency icon near every changed numeric cell.
Tendency icon indicates increase or decrease of the value in comparison to the value of the
corresponding cell.

Red down arrow means that value of this cell is bigger than the corresponding value.

Green up arrow means that value of this cell is less than the corresponding value, so value was
increased.
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Merge

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View

@ Display Merge Commands
Display merge icons on the worksheets and Difference Explorer
CO) Mark changes when merging

Automatically mark changes with colors when merging workbooks

Display merge commands
Shows merge commands on the worksheet in the Comparison Report mode. Merge command is a
small icon with arrow that copies cell value into the corresponding worksheet.

By default, merge commands are hidden. Turn on this option if you would like to merge changed cells
on the worksheet.

Mark changes when merging
Highlight every merged cell with cell formatting options, applied to this cell in the comparison report.

If your cell has orange formatting in the comparison report, merge operation will assign same cell
style formatting to the destination cell.
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View

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View
CO) Hide Equal and Excluded Sheets and Modules
Hide equal or excluded Worksheets and VBA Modules from Comparison Report

CO) Display Column Names

Display Columns Names instead of Numbers when this option is turned ON
CO) Display Hidden Sheets

Display hidden worksheets, when this option is turned ON
CO) Synchronize Selection

Synchronize selection between left and right panels

CC)) Ignore Protection

Do not take into account worksheet protection
@ Conditional Formatting

Enable Conditional Formatting in the opened workbooks

CO) Highlight Errors

Highlight cells with Error value on the worksheets

@ Display Statusbar
Display status panel on the bottom of the application

Link Sheets

Hide equal and excluded sheets and modules

When this option is turned ON, every worksheet that doesn’t contain changed cells is not shown on

the worksheet tab in the Comparison Report mode.

When this option is turned ON every Visual Basic Module and Form that doesn’t contain changed

lines of code and changed controls is not shown on the navigation tab.

When this option is turned OFF — all worksheets and VBA Modules and Forms are visible.

This option is applicable to xliCompare only in the Comparison Report mode.

Display column names

xICompare displays columns names — A, B, C, ... or columns indexes — 1, 2, 3, ... This option defines

what would you see in the columns heading on the worksheets view.
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Display hidden sheets
xlCompare displays hidden worksheets on the worksheet tab if this option is turned ON. Hidden
worksheet is marked with icon, that indicates that sheet is hidden in the workbook.

Synchronize selection
When this option is turned ON, xICompare performs following operations synchronously on all
opened worksheet:

e Select range of cells

e Scroll worksheet up or down
o Apply filter

e Sort rows

e Set primary key

e Hide column

Ilgnore protection

Allows xlICompare to select protected cells on the worksheet. By default, this option is turned ON.
Comparison operations require to select all changed cells on the worksheet in the comparison report
mode, including the protected ones.

Conditional formatting
Enables or disables conditional formatting on the worksheets. Disabled conditional formatting allows
to open Excel filter more quickly, without updating cells affected by conditional formatting rules.

Highlight errors
Highlight cells that contains error value with fill color and bold font. By default, this option is turned
ON. This makes error values more contrast among other cells on the worksheet.

Display status bar
Hides or shows status bar in the application. By default, status bar is hidden.
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Link Sheets

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View Link Sheets Zoom

xICompare links sheets in the workbooks:

(Note: This option is not applicable to worksheets within same book)

@ by Index

Sheets are compared by Index, one by one.
Use this option if some of the sheets has been renamed.

@ by Name

Compare only worksheets with same names.
This option works is worksheets has been reordered.

@ by CodeName

Compare only worksheets with same CodeName.
This property is rarely changed, so this option may help if sheets has been renamed.

xlCompare scans two Excel files and links all worksheets into pairs to be compared. This option
defines criteria used by xICompare to link worksheets:

by Index

worksheets are linked in the order they exist in the file.

by Name

worksheets with equal names create a pair to be compared.

by Code Name

worksheets with equal value of the Code Name property are linked into pair.
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Zoom

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View LinkSheets Zoom Window
@ Apply this Zoom to all opened workbooks:
100 %

Apply this Zoom to all opened workbooks
Defines Zoom percent that overrides Zoom setting in the workbook. With this option turned ON,
xlICompare applies specified Zoom percent to every loaded file.
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Window

General Comparison Rules Database Text Format Merge View LinkSheets Zoom Window

© ) switch color formatting for Left and Right Panels

Caption for the Left Panel
Leave it empty to use default caption: FILE1
Caption for the Right Panel

Leave it empty to use default caption: FILE2

Switch color formatting for left and right panels

Changes panel appearance in the application main window. Panel that is supposed by display FILE1
and receives green formatting for new rows, is placed on the right side. Panel that displays FILE2 is
moved to the left side of the window.

Caption for the Left Panel
Provides are new caption for the Left Panel, that overrides FILE1 text.

Caption for the Right Panel

Provides new caption for the Right Panel, that overrides FILE2 text.
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Difference Explorer

Difference Explorer is a panel in the bottom part of the xiCompare window, that displays all the
differences found by xICompare in a form of structures list.

All differences are grouped by type in the Difference Explorer.

Layout of the Difference Explorer is fixed and can’t be changed.

Sheets (1027) Vba Modules Vba Forms

All Differences 1027 ® Range table 1 table 2 Difference [0 = [[] & A B & = &

=[] sales Data Report: 1027
Changed Cells 2010 .
| =] - Unique Rows: 736 = (368 + 368)
A e 3680 - $9:59 Small business\France\0983-467545662

-

3680 = §9:59 Small business\italy\0983-467545662
o §11:511 Middle plus\Taiwan\2507-439642587
= §11:511 Middle plus\Taiwan\2964-394629553
m $14:514  Small business\Japan\2507-439642587
o $15:515 Distributors\France\0983-467545662
= $14:514 Small business\Hong Kong\2507-439642587
=1 §15:515 Distributors\Greate Britain\0983-467545662 -

Note: Difference Explorer is hidden by default. Apply Display Results command on the Compare tab
to open this panel.

Difference Legend

All Differences 1027 ©
Changed Cells 2910
Added Rows 368 ()
Deleted Rows 368 ()

Left part of the Difference Explorer window contains difference legend — short summary of all the
differences.
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xICompare displays the highlighting sample used on the worksheet with description of the data that
receives this formatting in report.

Every sample displays count of the differences of this type, that is present in report.

Click on every sample selects appropriate radio button and filters differences of this type in the list.

3 lists of differences

Sheets (1027) Vba Modules Vba Forms

Difference Explorer window consists of 3 tabs:

e Sheets
e Vba Modules
e Vba Forms

All differences found by xICompare are divided into changes found on sheets, in the VBA macros and
on the VBA forms. Every group of these differences is presented by its tab on the report.

Select changed item in the xICompare
To be pointed to the context of the modification on the worksheet, select item in the Difference
Explorer.

xICompare opens appropriate worksheet and selects range that represents this modification. For the
updated cell you will have this cell and its corresponding cell selected.
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Command line

xICompare can be used in the command line mode.

Command line arguments allow to integrate xICompare into other application as extern diff viewer
row XLSX\XLSM\XLS\CSVAXML file formats.

Compare two Excel files
xICompare.exe [file1] [file2]

xICompare.exe /mine:[file1] /base:[file2]

xICompare.exe /1:[file1] /2:[file2]

Compare three files
xICompare.exe [file1] [file-base] [file2]

xlICompare.exe /mine:[file1] /base:[file-base] /their:[file2]

xICompare.exe /1:[file1] /2:[file-base] /3:[file2]

Additional Command line parameters
/merge

Open workbooks and perform automatic merge. In case of conflicts merge operation fails and you get
conflict list on the screen.

/console
Work in the console mode without interface.
/quit_on_close

Close the xICompare application, after you exit from the comparison mode. This option is useful for
using xICompare as excel diff tool in other application. After you've finished working with comparison
report the application is closed

/testConflicts
Test passed workbooks for possible conflicts in the merge operation.
/titleMine:[title string]

/title1:[title string]
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Use this title instead of path to the FILE1 (left workbook). You can use this option to specify alternate
path. When file was downloaded from repository into temporary folder, this option allows to display
"readable" file name.

/titleBase:[title string]
/title2:[title string]

Use this title instead of path to the BASE workbook. You can use this option to specify alternate path.
When file was downloaded from repository into temporary folder, this option allows to display
"readable” file name.

/titleTheir:[title string]
/title3:[title string]

Use this title instead of path to the FILE2 (right workbook). You can use this option to specify alternate
path. When file was downloaded from repository into temporary folder, this option allows to display
"readable" file name.

/output:[file path]
After merge command is completed, results are saved in the file, specified in the file-path parameter.
/r:[report-file]

Save comparison report in the file, specified in the report-file parameter.

Using xlICompare in a batch mode

Use this mode to compare several excel files in one go and get the comparison report for all
processed files. You can use it from the bat file or from any other application, that allows to call
xICompare.

/batch

Use xICompare in BATCH mode. In this mode application compares set of excel files passed to the
input and saves difference report in the XLSX file (as output).

xICompare expects following command line syntax:
xlCompare.exe /batch /console [file-path] /r:[report-file]

Where the file-path argument specifies path to workbook that contains list of compared pairs of excel
files.

93



Contact us

To get technical support, report issues you have with the software and for all other questions, please
contact us by e-mail: support@SpreadsheetTools.com or by using the Technical Request Form on the
xlICompare website:

https://xICompare.com/contact.html
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